
An Historic Event 

 

Wednesday, 2 March 2011 – Bishop Suheil Dawani, in his ongoing commitment to peace and 

reconciliation, accompanied by Greek Orthodox Patriarch Theophilus, Latin Bishop Kamal 

Baalesh, Lutheran Bishop Munib Younan, had the unique privilege of re-opening a church which 

had been closed for sixty years.    

 

Originally consecrated in 1874 by Bishop Gobat prior to the creation of the Episcopal Diocese of 

Jerusalem, St. Paul’s Church was built for Arabic speaking Anglicans who wished an alternative 

to worship at the London Society’s Christ Church in the Old City.  It is, in essence, the mother 



church of the Arabic speaking Anglicans, who have kept the Christian tradition in the Land of 

the Holy One since the first Pentecost.  

 

When the State of Israel was created in 1948, St. Paul’s Church happened to be on the Israeli 

side of the border that divided the new State from Jordan.  The Arabic speaking congregation 

could no longer access their church and seventy families from the church became refugees in 

surrounding countries.  Years later, the Arabic speaking congregation which grew on the 

Jordanian side of the 1948 border was invited to worship at the Cathedral of St. George the 

Martyr, established during the Palestine Mandate for English residents and visitors.  Thus began 

a tradition of sharing space which continues to this day.   

 



After the 6 Day War of 1967, Jordan was pushed out of the area and the Green Line barrier 

dividing Arab East and Israeli West Jerusalem was removed.  It has taken many years for the 

wounds to begin to heal, for people from each side to cross the emotional dividing line, to 

accept the “other” in their neighbourhoods. While emotions are still sensitive on both sides, 

individuals like Bishop Suheil are encouraging the healing, emphasizing the need to make a 

positive future.    

In 1997, while serving as a priest in Jerusalem, Dawani began repairs on St. Paul’s, completing 

the roof before he was moved to another parish.  As soon as was feasible, Bishop Suheil 

directed that St. Paul’s be renovated and the church re-opened, evidence that Christians are 

firmly planted in Jerusalem and committed to peace and reconciliation among all people.   

 

Today, beautifully restored, St. Paul’s Church glows in the love of God which embraces the 

pilgrim walking through the doors.  Welcomed by the initial view of bright stained glass 

windows and three Arabic inscriptions over the altar, it is immediately evident that St. Paul’s is 

a place of peace where God resides and a holy space of prayer.   

 The re-dedication and re-opening service held on Wednesday, 2 March was a witness of 

Christian commitment to go beyond one’s comfort zone to proclaim peace and hope in a 

neighbourhood of Orthodox Judaism and to affirm the Arab Christian roots in this Land where 

Jesus preached, died and was resurrected.   The church will be available to ecumenical 

worshipping communities to use.   



 

The commitment and love of God of the Arabic speaking Christians of the Diocese of Jerusalem 

is like Jesus’, quiet, persistent and powerful.   Diocesan clergy and leaders and lay people from 

Israel, the West Bank, and Jordan made significant efforts to be present, honouring God 

through the re-dedication of the Church.   The few foreign priests privileged to attend the event 

were all humbled by the expression of solidarity, support, and commitment to live the Christian 

faith evident in the actions of the diocesan clergy and lay people led by Bishop Suheil Dawani.   

 

From Right to left: Bishop Younan, Patriarch Theophilus, Bishop Dawani, Bishop Baalesh 



 

In the City of the Resurrection, St. Paul’s Church was blessed and resurrected to the Glory of 

God by faithful Arabic speaking Christians who follow Jesus, healing the sick, ministering to the 

poor, caring for the sick, educating all who will hear and worshipping God.    

  

We invite you to visit our new website to see pictures of St. Paul’s and to learn more about the 

work of the Diocese of Jerusalem.  www.j-diocese.org 

http://www.j-diocese.org/


 

Father Khalid Freij, whose grandparents may have worshipped in St. Paul’s during their early years in 

Jerusalem, with Canon Hosam Naoum, Pastor to the Arabic Speaking Congregation currently at St. 

George’s Cathedral. 


